
Medieval 

Chinese 

Paper 

Scrolls

IMRE GALAMBOS 

UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE

PERMANENT SEMINAR ON 

MANUSCRIPT ANALYSIS, DESCRIPTION, 

AND DOCUMENTATION

CSMC, 14 JUNE, 2021



Buddhist scripture

Found inside a pagoda (stupa) at the Shende Temple, Shaanxi

10th century



Buddhist scrolls 

from Dunhuang

F.072, F.077 and 

F.094

Institute of 

Oriental 

Manuscripts, St. 

Petersburg



Underworld official reading a scroll

Pelliot chinois 4523, Bibliothèque nationale de France

10th century



Terminology:

juan卷 (scroll)

• juǎn卷 (to roll)

• juàn卷 (volume)

ǎ



Lotus sutra

S.84, Dunhuang, The British Library

8th century

Date: AD 671

Produced in Chang’an (Central China)

Size: 26.1 × 550 cm

Size of sheets:  26.3 × 45.9 cm

Originally 21 sheets of paper

now: 11 full + 2 incomplete sheets



Lotus sutra

S.84, Dunhuang, The British Library

8th century



Lotus sutra

S.84, Dunhuang, The British Library

8th century



Dharani Scripture on Dissolving the Bonds of Hatred from a Hundred Previous

Lifetimes

Pelliot chinois 2169; Bibliothèque nationale de France

Date: ca. 980

Size: 25 × 68 cm

Size of sheets:  26.3 × 26.3 cm

26.3 × 55.5 cm

2 sheets



Pelliot chinois 2169, verso



Tibetan scroll IOL Tib J 310.1210

Dunhuang, 10th century(?)

The British Library

Size: 12 × 152.5 cm

Size of sheets: 12 × 24 cm

3 sheets



Tibetan scroll IOL Tib J 310.1210

Dunhuang, 10th century(?)

The British Library



Small Manichaean Turki scroll, Or.8212/178; Dunhuang, The British Library



Size: 10.2 × 447 cm

Small Manichaean Turki scroll, Or.8212/178; Dunhuang, The British Library





Dunhuang manuscripts at the British Library
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