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Fr. Oliver Kapsner, O.S.B., and microfilming team, Austria, 1965



With Fr. Nageeb Michaeel, O.P., above the Nineveh Plain, June 2012



The Grand Imam of Timbuktu (December 2017)
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Place Collections Manuscripts

Lebanon 25 8100

Syria 11 3308

Iraq 35+ 5006

Turkey 12 3878

Jerusalem 1 476

Egypt 1 550

TOTAL 21,318

Digitized Christian Manuscripts  
from the Middle East



Syriac Ethiopic Armenian Xn Arabic TOTAL

Western 
Libraries 3400 2500 1100 2000 9000

HMML 13500 11000 4000 8100 36600

Eastern Christian Manuscript Material for 
Research: Western Libraries/ HMML



Place Collections Manuscripts

Ethiopia 1 537

Jerusalem 4 3215

Timbuktu 4+ 85,000+(*)

TOTAL 88,750+

(*)=includes historical 
documents

Digitized Islamic Manuscripts



https://www.vhmml.org
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Contents (as of May 1, 2018) 
 204 Libraries

24 Countries
Over 25 languages 

30455 records 
18787 color digital
1971 scanned microfilm
9697 microfilm

Type 
27422 Manuscripts
347 printed books
2744 Archival objects
60 hybrid mss and print

Registered Users 
1450 

Reading Room















Cataloger Hierarchy



Cataloger Resources



Name Authority List (Google Drive)



Authority List Management/Global Changes







Object: 

➡ Access Data 

➡ Object Data (HMML Project Number, location, repository, shelf 
mark, current status) 

➡ Physical Data 

✦ Part 1 Description: provenance, dating, support, writing 
system, script, artist and scribe (et al.), decoration, colophon 

๏ Item 1 Description (=textual content) 

๏ [Item 2 Description] 

✦ [Part 2 Description] 

๏ [Item 1 Description]

Metadata Structure



Cataloging Interface



Object Access Table



Object Data Table





Object Physical Description Table



Part Table







Item Table





•make manuscripts discoverable through 
search engines (i.e., liberate the data): 
DONE 

•improve user experience and 
communication: IN PROCESS 

•easier and richer sharing of metadata with 
other projects and institutions: IN PROCESS 

3.0: Objectives









New Data Portal (June 2018)



Data Portal Search Results/Options



AODA 114: Armenian Orthodox Diocese of Aleppo  
(Istanbul, 1593 CE), with ?12th C. Latin flyleaves



BZAr 119: Bzommar, Lebanon; 17/18 C. Druze MS sold to an Armenian, 1845



David Calabro, Eileen Smith, Daniel Gullo
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