Notable Features of Tamil Palm-Leaf
Manuscripts Unmentioned in
Catalogues
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MANUSCRITS INDIENS
INDO-CHINOIS & MALAYO'POLYN ESIENS

A. CABATON

Ancien membre de 1'icole frangaise d'Extrdme-Ovient,
Chargé de cours & I'ficole des Langues orientales vivantes.

PARIS

ERNEST LEROUX, EDITEUR
' 98, RUE BONAPARTE, VI®

1912
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Tirumurugal' { uppade.
1830. 35 olles de 365 x 3o mm. (Ariel.)

PARIS
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66.
@ (BAPHBTO LI ( Trrumurugadt't uppade )

«La bonne Direction vers le sacré Subrahmanya», avec
un commentaire de PARIMELAJAGA.

Vers 1830. — 1 ole sans numéro (invocations) ct 34 dles. — (Ariel.




A TRIENNIAL CATALOGUE OF
TAMIL. MANUSCRIPTS

( COLLECTED DURING THE YEARS 1950-51 to 1952-53.)
FOR THE |

GOVERNMENT ORIENTAL MANUSCRIPTS
LIBRARY, MADIKAS.



R. No. 2865.

&) (P (HBTH DI (257 ujLs3T),
TIRUMURUKARRUPPADAI (WITH COMMENTARY).

Palm leaf. 16 x 1} inches. Foll. 1—32. Lines, 7 on a :
, ¢ page, Tamil. Injure
Old. Extent, 900 granthas. . njured,

Complete—Printed.

Presented in 1951—52 by Sri K. Shanmugam, Kumarakkuppam
South Arcot District. ;

Same work as that described under D. No. 1200.
e
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A DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGUE
TAMIL MANUSCRIPTS

IN
MAHAMAHOPADHYAYA
Dr. V. SWAMINATHAIYAR LIBRARY

o \bily
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VOLUME I
(Nos. 1-440)
MAHAMAHOPADHYAYA
oK. U.V. SWAMINATHA IYER LIBRARY
TIRUVANMIYUR 1 MADRAS &)
Published by

Mahamahopadhyaya Dr. V. Swaminathaiyar Library,
ADYAR, MADRAS-20.

1956
[Price Rs. 10
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No. 190. TIRU-MURUKARRU-P-PATAI
[TEXT]

BB IpHETH I DL
[epevrd]
[ 589-M ]

Sige, 141" x 2"". Pages, 4 Lines, 20 on a page, Condi-
tion, Good. Appearance, Old.

Complete.

Note: This is the 1st of the Ten Idylls called Pattu-P-
Pattu, the earliest of the Cankam collections and is by the Poet
Na-K-Kirar. It contains 317 lines in akaval metre..
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No. 191. TIRU-MURUKARRU-P-PATAIL
[TEXT]
B APIHEST P 2 ILIGHL
[epeid]
[ 548-A ]
Size, 113"" x 1”’. Pages, 8. Lines, 7 on a page. Condi-
tion, Good. Appearance, New.
Incomplete.
{ Note: Same as No. 190. Contains only 1—90 lines.

\ @By : erewr 190gp01 Gumresr p 1.
@b 2 eTeT Gi.
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No. 192. TIRU-MURUKARRU-P-PATAI

] [TEXT]
BmapmanHoiient
[epaoin]
[854]
. Size, 6 x1}". Pages, 10. Lines, 7
dition, Injured. Appearance, Old. % B R0, (fon-
Incomplete.
Note : S {
ame as No. 190. Contains portions from line LTI
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Online catalogues: Cambridge

Sanskrit Manuscripts Project, Cambridge

The intellectual and religious traditions of South
Asia as seen through the Sanskrit manuscript
collections of the University Library, Cambridge


https://cudl.lib.cam.ac.uk/view/MS-ADD-01262/1

Online Catalogues: BNF

BAM = Catalogue Archives et manuscrits de la
BnF

See e.g. INDIEN 66:


http://archivesetmanuscrits.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/cc103358s

Based on 55 Tirumurukarruppatai MSS

~ CENTRE FOR THE
\ STUDY OF

) MANUSCRIPT Amal
¥ CULTURES

Kappiyampuliyur, Vayalur, Kilperumpakkam, Tirumalai
Photos by N. Ramaswamy (1), V. Gillet (2, 3), and E. Francis (4)



Unmentioned Features

e Specific to palm-leaf support.

e Specific to engraved (i.e. not written with ink)
palm-leaf.

e Specific to Indian MSS or shared by other
(Indian/Indic/South Asian) MS cultures.

e Specific to paratexts.



Goals

e Assess date and provenance of MSS.

By correlating certain features to certain MSS
the date and provenance of which is known.

 Compare to other (Indian/Indic/South Asian,
Asian) MSS cultures.



Palm-Leaf Types and Formats
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British Library, Endangered
Archives Programme No. 689

Panegyric




MSS without Blackening




Single-holed MSS
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Paleography

E.g. the four major types of -ai according to Eva
Wilden (Manuscript, Print and Memory: Relics of
the Cankam in Tamilnadu, 2014, pp. 362-366)

5a) ai series, first type: vowel sign on top 5b) ai series, second type: vowel sign attached at the left

ey oy R i Eor B 2. &=
& B & A & & & @

5c) ai series, third type: vowel sign left vertical 5d) ai series, fourth type: vowel sign left horizontal

By T B8 oy BT SBYT M6V AT
= 9§ Yo XS o e SXoay

) ?«hv y~ 7—\:;r L 4”97 oa) TR7



Paleography

: 56216V GT6t 562160

Vi-ra-ve-| ta-rai ve-l
the heroic lance, the sharp lance



ara{rrE? o o AT o o
MS T8: tarai

oSG @100 SO @ o0

MS G13: tara

rr—d ﬂra



Foliation

e Unfoliated.
* Partially foliated (text only, not paratexts).

* Discontinuous foliation (between text and
Daratexts).

Multiple-Text MSS (MTMs):
e Continuous / Discontinuous foliation.
* Double foliation (general & per text).



Types of Punctuation

. Plllalyar culi

d?ij,w QUT -



Pillaiyar culi

6L

The curl of Pillaiyar (Ganesa),
that is His trunk

Auspicious mark
In the margin of recto of folio




Pillaiyar culi as element of foliation




Pillaiyar culi as element of foliation




Pillaiyar culi as punctuation mark

B O fow — G2 VT GOT G2 G5 AT GVNOP GF THDER) G5 &5, 15179 24 — (FOTG2 I (TG0 Lo @k (€)1 ) (52 @51 oL AT 40 € wt (T G TAC 65, (T e ipH (5 — b X G (PP
=22 (B GTETAT BT A avy T-ande GG & vy 60 T 65 - 5 NS GRS (T Log 63 65 (G {FIED GUT RS S o A Ay
) P D (5 XU B -ETT G G ; 65 C T oo v gy ant__un H O ES o LY AT ‘—{ﬂ—f QoI T re 1

T, )T arv - Cf - I13L A s T op ~ &5 &, T8 Lo B ol LD - ¢ i R B @ KT = 2= P =

X 0 o S R D ) asns - =Y ) oT 7w LoD e @T - an :,«f'-'lq,'F 45 Lo e u o T U

E 5D 6T 6 00 (T 6 0 (b t2s € £ (65T - T GOk A GIT WIS B7 wr 61 G

sl s - QT By o7 TG S50 ET AL ap. 0 ke 5 &

o e e gﬂ TP Qs AT TG G A7 6 B P TT M RS LO(T A5 0 L 65 1" ) G 650040 AL BT 62 7 Ao D §1F B4 @t hen O (57 T rgoohen

S S i B Wy (€ - M G b EIGTF e (TS Gy AT T 5 S ) ot G 7 O qu Lo N gy D D D S ko 1 Lo M=

&R G e A i e — e &) 67 GO & T 3 (T S 67 (T6> 6 L5 4D TT (TN ST oo - a2 Vs
TG o o Ty (TN TG a3 o ‘al aor 6 aor (T Sar 7 LD A A 4 ”37’:‘{(“ Ay O

4 e DAY Crd . AT - A wr>
o L 0 (R 1176.7 S T s AT W (T, o 0T ) o (TG W0 AT(F BIAT QO o & 7 Byl o

o B N b XOT ) D WM LD &

ST G OV (R e b &
) ;}«;c.») q‘;’}‘j‘: 2 O QUTHTE T O



Headings/Intertitles

Most of the time later non-auctorial paratexts.

In the case of the Tirumurukarruppatai, they
sometimes identify the abodes of the god
Murukan mentioned in the text with later

temples.



Abodes Arupataivitus

Tiru- (6 present-day major
murukarruppatai temples of Murukan)

R R 7'r:ccentir
-‘ Polao

'_ 4. erakam Cuvamimalai

(or a temple in Kerala)
Tiruttani

5. kunrutoru
= (or any Murukan temple)
16. palamutircolai-  [RELEIUEIET
 malai

Tirupparankunram

Tirupparankunram (22)
Tirupparankun (1)
Tirupperunkunram (1)
Tirupparankiri (1)

Tiruccentdr (9)
Palani (1)

Camimalai (1)



 Scribal Marks

> 7 5 7 ‘ ; .

harih  tirumuru-

. - om kd[[up_

~hanraka patai

 kuruvé mutala-
tunai ~ vatu tiru-
nark-kiraté-var aru- pparanku-
liya | nram

‘Elsewhere in the MS (in-text): murukan tunai



Satellite/Mnemonyc Stanzas

Paratextual material in the form of additional
stanzas having different functions:

* |Invocation/Auspicious beginning.

* Information on the text (author, title,
explanation of the genre).

 Benefits obtained from reciting the text
(phalasruti).

* Further praise of the god.



Stanzas to the Tirumurukarruppatai

39 different stanzas.
39/55 MSS have at least one stanza.
From 1 to 27 stanzas per MS.

From 1 up to 37 occurrences (for a specific
stanza named kappu, “protection”).

Stanzas (shared with other texts): 7.

Non-borrowed/original stanzas: 32. Among
which 11 only are also found in printed editions!

21 new stanzas!



Where?

e Before the root-text.
This is the rule for the kappu.

e After the root-text.

This is the rule for the majority of stanzas
other than kappu.

e Before and after the root-text
In approx. 25 % of the MSS.



Transition between stanzas and root-text

e Softly marked —— On the same line.

e Less softly marked —— On the same folio, but
on its own lines.

e Strongly marked —— On different
pages/folios (with continuous foliation).

e Very strongly marked —— On different folios
(without continuous/discontinuous foliation).



- Softly marked transition

(p1:1)" °orumurukave ...

_, (p1:2)' .,cevakane & °ulakam uvappa




Less softly marked transition

Marginal blessings

|Lines 1-4: stanza + blessing

'Lines 5ff.: root-text with verse
.numbering L




~ Strongly marked transition




Very strongly marked transition

f5v = f40v:| 3 more stanzas shared with Kantapuranam
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fér = 41r

Marginal blessing and title ]+ képpu, blessings + [Mantra] + | Blessings
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fév = f41v: blessings




5 b el o b 1
u@uwmw@ugcwwmmwrm @mut-u@uvr_;;

TROIEEQ 5D WHERIN O gk ora)
ug 50'!@& i nuymjjé'g‘;ws ?‘" 4

fir = f42r: |Marginal intertitle |+



f51r;

end of the root-text (line 5)
intertitle

total of verses

end-title

blessing

“table of contents” (i.e. list of the six abodes of Murukan)
blessing



= follo 55r: end t|tle blessing
= t|tIe of next work in the MS + addltlonal stanza



Hints about the process of
aggregation of stanzas

e Group of stanzas treated as autonomous group.

Misunderstood by copyist

Or consciously transformed by the copyist as
ancillary text.



Example of Multiple-text MS

e f99r-f100r = Clran Anuputi
e f100v-f101r = Aruppataivitu

e f101v-f110r6 = Tirumurukarruppatai (malam)
e f110r-f156v = Tirumurukarruppatai (urai)
e 157 = colophon and ToC



