
 
 
 

 
                                                                    

          
      

 
Global trade in late medieval and early modern times depended on specific manuscripts. Since 
trade had reached a certain level of complexity, merchants could not act on their own, but 
depended on partners and agents to cooperate with them. Written records played a very 
important part in organizing this complex trade: The relationship between a merchant and his 
agent was negotiated in contracts, letters and accounts, for example. Trade in different 
regions of the globe thus depended on manuscripts that the merchants produced themselves 
or got them issued by public authorities such as city councils and notaries. At the conference, 
we will discuss in a comparative perspective how these manuscripts worked in enabling, 
organizing and facilitating trade. Special attention will be given to the question of 
authentication. The conference will shed light on different forms of creating an authorized 
document by bringing together scholars who work on merchants and their agents in different 
parts of the premodern world. Thus, we will discuss the interplay of specific writing traditions 
and common problems of trade and its influence on the specific lookout of the manuscripts. 



 
 
 

 
                                                                    

          
      



 
 
 

 
                                                                    

          
      

 

 



 
 
 

 
                                                                    

          
      



 
 
 

 
                                                                    

          
      



 
 
 

 
                                                                    

          
      



 
 
 

 
                                                                    

          
      



 
 
 

 
                                                                    

          
      



 
 
 

 
                                                                    

          
      


