
We are proud to announce publication of the first two volumes of the new series Studies in Manuscript Cultures (SMC) which 
is edited by three members of MCAA and published by de Gruyter in Berlin. They are scheduled to appear in September 2011 
and represent the idea behind the series: to publish monographs and collective volumes contributing to the emerging field of 
manuscript studies (or manuscriptology) including disciplines such as philology, paleography, codicology, art history, and 
material analysis. SMC encourages comparative study and contributes to a historical and systematic survey of manuscript 
cultures, providing a new foundation for current discussions in Cultural Studies. For further information, please see: 
http://www.degruyter.de/

Inside MCAA

MCAA Studies in Manuscript Cultures

Sam van Schaik, and Imre Galambos, Manuscripts and Travellers: The Sino-Ti-
betan Documents of a Tenth-Century Buddhist Pilgrim

This study is based on a manuscript which was carried by a Chinese monk through 
the monasteries of the Hexi corridor, as part of his pilgrimage from Wutaishan to 
India. The manuscript has been created as a composite object from three separate 
documents, with Chinese and Tibetan texts on them. Included is a series of Tibetan 
letters of introduction addressed to the heads of monasteries along the route, func-
tioning as a passport when passing through the region. The manuscript dates to 
the late 960s, coinciding with the large pilgrimage movement during the reign of 
Emperor Taizu of the Northern Song recorded in transmitted sources. Therefore, 
it is very likely that this is a unique contemporary testimony of the movement, of 
which our pilgrim was also part. Complementing extant historical sources, the 
manuscript provides evidence for the high degree of ethnic, cultural and linguistic 
diversity in Western China during this period.

Jörg B. Quenzer, and Jan Sobisch (eds.), Manuscript Cultures: Mapping the Field

What do Mesoamerica, Greece, Byzantium, Island, Chad, Ethiopia, India, Tibet, 
China and Japan have in common? Like many other cultures of the world, they 
share a particular form of cultural heritage: ancient handwritten documents. In 
2007, scholars from some 20 countries around the world gathered at the Universi-
ty of Copenhagen for a workshop on manuscripts to compare notes. This event led 
to the publication of this volume, which brings together 16 articles on philologi-
cal, cultural, and material aspects of manuscripts in search for a common ground 
across disciplines and cultures.
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