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“… Cataloguing astronomical tables poses specifics problems that are not 
easy to resolve. When there are sets of tables, their content can shift from 
manuscript to another; When there are isolated tables, the titles ordinarily 
do not suffice for their definition or identification. Catalogs produced by 
non-specialists of astronomy refer happily and carelessly to an ‘astronomical 
table’, which is deceptive and useless even when it is not inexact because in 
fact it conceals astrological or computist goods” 

  -Emmanuel Poulle, 1985 review of Rosinska 1984 
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What can we say today? 

• What are past and current cataloguing practices for astronomical tables? 

• What type of content are astronomical tables? 

• Can we agree on good practices, develop tools for the future? 
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What are past and current cataloguing practices for astronomical tables? 

A. The case of general catalogues 

• We know there are tables 

 

• Sometimes a title is 
provided or the name of  
an astronomer 

 

• Really not enough to 
have a minimal 
identification of the 
content and understand 
its relation to the 
(physical) structure of the 
manuscript 
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What are past and current cataloguing practices for astronomical tables? 

B. The case of specialized catalogues or survey 

• In some cases only the second 
part of the catalogue is provided 

 

• Detailed technical information 
about the tables; constitution of 
standards sets 

 

• No codicological information, 
very little about the layout: tables 
are “abstracted” from the 
manuscripts 
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What type of content are astronomical tables? 

A. Documentary aspects 

• The importance and the variety of 
tables layout 

• Ways to “fill” the table 

• The uses of colours, of various 
type of lines 

• Record tables individually in order 
to allow a study of their 
arrangement in sets at the levels 
of a folio, quire, codicological 
unit, codex  
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extremum 

• Records places, dates and radices 
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What can we do for 

cataloguers 
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Thank you! 


