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Online catalogues: Cambridge

Sanskrit Manuscripts Project, Cambridge

The intellectual and religious traditions of South 
Asia as seen through the Sanskrit manuscript 
collections of the University Library, Cambridge

https://cudl.lib.cam.ac.uk/view/MS-ADD-
01262/1

https://cudl.lib.cam.ac.uk/view/MS-ADD-01262/1


Online Catalogues: BNF

BAM = Catalogue Archives et manuscrits de la 
BnF

See e.g. INDIEN 66: 
http://archivesetmanuscrits.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/c
c103358s

http://archivesetmanuscrits.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/cc103358s


Based on 55 Tirumurukāṟṟuppaṭai MSS

Kappiyāmpuliyūr, Vāyalūr, Kīḻperumpākkam, Tirumalai
Photos by N. Ramaswamy (1), V. Gillet (2, 3), and E. Francis (4)



Unmentioned Features

• Specific to palm-leaf support.

• Specific to engraved (i.e. not written with ink) 
palm-leaf.

• Specific to Indian MSS or shared by other 
(Indian/Indic/South Asian) MS cultures.

• Specific to paratexts.



Goals

• Assess date and provenance of MSS.

By correlating certain features to certain MSS 
the date and provenance of which is known.

• Compare to other (Indian/Indic/South Asian, 
Asian) MSS cultures.



Palm-Leaf Types and Formats





British Library, Endangered
Archives Programme No. 689

Panegyric



MSS without Blackening



Single-holed MSS







Paleography

E.g. the four major types of -ai according to Eva
Wilden (Manuscript, Print and Memory: Relics of
the Caṅkam in Tamilnadu, 2014, pp. 362-366)



Paleography

வரீவவல் தாரரவவல்

vī-ra-vē-l          tā-rai vē-l
the heroic lance, the sharp lance



MS T8:                tārai

MS G13:                 tāra

ra-ā



Foliation

• Unfoliated.

• Partially foliated (text only, not paratexts).

• Discontinuous foliation (between text and 
paratexts).

Multiple-Text MSS (MTMs):

• Continuous / Discontinuous foliation.

• Double foliation (general & per text).



Types of Punctuation

• Dot

• Dash

• Piḷḷaiyār cuḻi



Piḷḷaiyār cuḻi

௳

The curl of Piḷḷaiyār (Gaṇeśa),

that is His trunk

Auspicious mark 

In the margin of recto of folio



Piḷḷaiyār cuḻi as element of foliation



Piḷḷaiyār cuḻi as element of foliation



Piḷḷaiyār cuḻi as punctuation mark



Headings/Intertitles

Most of the time later non-auctorial paratexts.

In the case of the Tirumurukāṟṟuppaṭai, they
sometimes identify the abodes of the god
Murukaṉ mentioned in the text with later
temples.



Abodes 
Tiru-

murukāṟṟuppaṭai

Āṟupaṭaivīṭus
(6 present-day major 
temples of Murukaṉ)

Intertitles
in MSS

1. kuṉṟu Tirupparaṅkuṉṟam Tirupparaṅkuṉṟam (22)
Tirupparaṅkuṇ (1)
Tirupperuṅkuṉṟam (1)
Tirupparaṅkiri (1)

2. cīralaivāy Tiruccentūr Tiruccentūr (9)

3. āviṉaṉkuṭi Paḻaṉi Paḻaṉi (1)

4. ērakam Cuvāmimalai
(or a temple in Kerala)

Cāmimalai (1)

5. kuṉṟutōṟu Tiruttaṇi
(or any Murukaṉ temple)

6. paḻamutircōlai-
malai

Aḻakarmalai



Scribal Marks

hariḥ
om
naṉṟāka
kuruvē
tuṇai
naṟk-kīratē-var aru-
ḷiya

Elsewhere in the MS (in-text): murukaṉ tuṇai

tirumuru-
kāṟṟup-
paṭai
mutalā-
vatu tiru-
ppaṟaṅku-
ṉṟam



Satellite/Mnemonyc Stanzas

Paratextual material in the form of additional
stanzas having different functions:

• Invocation/Auspicious beginning.

• Information on the text (author, title,
explanation of the genre).

• Benefits obtained from reciting the text
(phalaśruti).

• Further praise of the god.



39 different stanzas.

39/55 MSS have at least one stanza.

From 1 to 27 stanzas per MS.

From 1 up to 37 occurrences (for a specific
stanza named kāppu, “protection”).

Stanzas (shared with other texts): 7.

Non-borrowed/original stanzas: 32. Among
which 11 only are also found in printed editions!

21 new stanzas!

Stanzas to the Tirumurukāṟṟuppaṭai



• Before the root-text.

This is the rule for the kāppu.

• After the root-text.

This is the rule for the majority of stanzas
other than kāppu.

• Before and after the root-text

In approx. 25 % of the MSS.

Where?



• Softly marked⸺ On the same line.

• Less softly marked⸺ On the same folio, but 
on its own lines.

• Strongly marked⸺ On different
pages/folios (with continuous foliation).

• Very strongly marked⸺ On different folios
(without continuous/discontinuous foliation).

Transition between stanzas and root-text



(p1:1) °orumurukāve …

(p1:2) … cevakaṉe௳ °ulakam uvappa

Softly marked transition



Marginal blessings

Lines 1-4: stanza + blessing

Lines 5ff.: root-text with verse 
numbering

Less softly marked transition

f1r



Strongly marked transition

Blessings
+

Title

f1r

f1v

Additional Stanza # 1

Additional Stanza # 2

Root-text 1 Root-text 2 



f5r = f40r:  Marginal blessing   +   3 stanzas shared with Kantapurāṇam

f5v = f40v:   3 more stanzas shared with Kantapurāṇam

Very strongly marked transition



f6r = 41r 

Marginal blessing and title +  kāppu, blessings   +  Mantra +   Blessings 

f6v = f41v: blessings 



f1r = f42r:   Marginal intertitle +  root-text



f51r: 
end of the root-text (line 5)
intertitle 
total of verses
end-title
blessing
“table of contents” (i.e. list of the six abodes of Murukaṉ)
blessing 



f51v: marginal intertitle + additional stanzas 1-3

f54v: additional stanzas 18-20

folio 55r: end-title, blessing 
+ title of next work in the MS + additional stanza



• Group of stanzas treated as autonomous group.

Misunderstood by copyist

Or consciously transformed by the copyist as
ancillary text.

Hints about the process of 
aggregation of stanzas



• …

• f99r-f100r = Cūraṉ Anupūti

• f100v-f101r = Āṟuppaṭaivītu

• f101v-f110r6 = Tirumurukāṟṟuppaṭai (mūlam)

• f110r-f156v = Tirumurukāṟṟuppaṭai (urai)

• f157 = colophon and ToC

Example of Multiple-text MS


