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How to identify a manuscript? Shelfmark, of course

• Pro
• Convey historical information about the manuscript

• Città del Vaticano, BAV, Palat. gr. 26
• Usual scholarly usage, with high variability

• Città del Vaticano, BAV, Palat. gr. 26 / Pal. gr. 26 / Palatinus gr. 26, etc.

• Contra
• Not adapted for online usage
• Not adapted for link-data
• Many possible confusion (ancient shelfmarks, catalogues’ numbers, other 

inventories, etc.)
• Moskva : Государственный Исторический Музей (ГИМ) / Gosudarstvennyj Istoričeskij

Musej (GIM) / Musée historique national :
• gr. 91 : Sinod. gr. 91 (Vladimir 80) / Sinod. gr. 47 (Vladimir 91)
• Mosquensis gr. 91 ; Mosquensis synod. gr. 91



A solution? Numeric identifiers

• Pro
• Adapted for online usage
• Adapted for link-data
• No possible confusion

• Contra
• No historical information

• Should not be used alone…

• An example: what has already been done for Greek mss.



1. Diktyon and Greek manuscripts
• Since 2013
• Network of databases dealing with Greek Manuscripts:

• Commentaria in Aristotelem Graeca et Byzantina
• Database of Byzantine Book Epigrams
• Greek Manuscripts in Sweden
• NTVMR via Paratextbib
• Manoscritti greci d’Italia
• Etc.

• Simple, unique identifiers for manuscripts identified by shelfmarks
• Register of Greek manuscripts: Pinakes (http://pinakes.irht.cnrs.fr)
• Insertion of ids in the other databases, and creation of automatic 

links; usage in paper publications

http://pinakes.irht.cnrs.fr/


Pinakes: Città del Vaticano, BAV, Vat. gr.
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• Already existing database with almost all Greek manuscripts: Pinakes
• Existing content in Pinakes (description of mss., bibliography, other 

links, etc.)
• Identifiers linked to shelfmark, not to manuscript



2. ISMI: International Standard Manuscript Identifier

• Already 3 meetings in Paris
• Manuscript Ids 1, April 2017
• CENSUS (List and Describe Manuscripts according to Language and 

Country, October 2017
• Manuscript Ids 2, May 2018

• Libraries, research centres and manuscript scholars
• Survey of practices and needs



Unique, stable, numeric mss. identifiers

• A unique id for a manuscript: numeric, without signification, machine 
and human readable, together with an ark.

• Use shelfmark to identify a given manuscript.
• Build a database working as a register for all manuscripts.
• Core-team: Western European libraries and researcher, medieval 

manuscripts, Mediterranean and European area. Need to open to 
other areas, languages, type of manuscripts, etc.

• Aggregation of links, as much as possible (given by libraries and 
research institutions; then, harvesting).



Example to help further reflexion: http://ismi.irht.cnrs.fr

http://ismi.irht.cnrs.fr/










• Working group with some institutions:
• Agence bibliographique de l’enseignement supérieur (France)
• Bayerische Staatsbibliothek (Deutschland)
• Biblissima (France)
• Bibliothèque royale de Belgique (Belgium)
• Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana (Vatican)
• Bodleian Library or British Library (UK)
• e-codices (Switzerland)
• IRHT (France)
• Istituto Centrale per il Catalogo Unico (Italia)
• Manuscriptorium (Czech Republic)
• UPenn Libraries (USA)
• CERL (Consortium of European Research Libraries)



Objectives
• Confirmation of the chosen solution
• Definition of object, boundaries, and purposes
• Structure of the register
• Identification of partners and construction of a workflow
• Preparation of an ISO norm
• Reflexion on specific problems

• ISMI and history of mss.
• Reconstruction of scattered mss.
• Mss. without shelfmark nor identifier
• Wandering mss.
• Etc.



• Open to every library and researcher
• Advises and proposals are welcome
• Feel free to contact me matthieu.cassin@irht.cnrs.fr

mailto:matthieu.cassin@irht.cnrs.fr
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